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D e c emb er .   H ow  c a n  i t  be ?   W h er e d id  ou r  y ear  

g o?   S o  m u ch  ha s  h app e n ed ,  a nd  mo s t  o f  i t  

h app e n ed t o o  f as t .   A nd s o ,  i t ’ s  t im e t o  s l o w d o w n,  

q u ie t  o ur s el v es ,  a nd  b eg in  to  fo c us  on  C hr is tm as .   

Re a l l y  f oc us  on  Ch r is tma s.   N ot  C hr is tm as  

s h opp i ng,  no t  C hr is tm as  wr appi ng,  b u t  C hr is tmas .   

Y o u k n ow ,  “ t he  go o d n ew s  o f  gr e at  j o y  t ha t  i s  fo r  

a l l  p e op l e! ”  

 

T h e  s e as o n o f  Adv e n t  i n vi t es  us  t o  sp end  f ou r  

w e e ks  in  sp ir i tu a l  pr ep ar at i o n,  r e -a w a ke n i ng  o ur  

h e ar ts  to  th e  j o y  a nd  th e  g l o ry  a nd  t h e  p e ac e  t h at  

C h r i s tm as  a n n oun c e s .   I t  a f f ord s  us  t h e  opp o r t u n i t y  

t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  g i f ts  o f  God  th a t  h a v e s hap ed  o ur  

l i v es ,  a nd  i t  sh o ul d  a l s o  c ha l le ng e u s  t o  s h ar e  t h e  

n e w s  o f  J es us  C hr i s t  wi t h  t h os e ar ou n d us  w h o  ma y 

o n l y  p erc e i ve  C hr is tm as  as  a  f e s t iv e  h ol id ay  wi t h  

l ig h ts  a nd  i n f la tab l e  p e ng ui ns  and  s no w  i n  e v er y  

C h r i s tm as  mo v i e.   T hi s  i s  no t  a  t ime  f or  u s  t o  b e  

s i l en t ,  b u t  ra t he r  a  t im e  fo r  us  t o  bo l d l y  pr oc la im  

t h a t  t h e  c hi ld  bo rn  i n  B e t hl e h em is  n o t  o n l y  G od’ s  

s o n ,  b u t  o ur  S av io r  as  we l l .  

 

O u r  c hu rc h  i s  d ec o ra t ed  a nd  r e ady  t o  g o !   Ou r  

Ad v e nt  w o rs hip  se r vi c es  ar e  p la n ne d t o  t ak e  us  

t h r oug h  t h e  s to ry  o f  t h e  b ir t h  o f  J es us — al l  y o u 

n e ed  t o  d o is  c om e a nd l is t en  a nd  e xp er i en c e ( a nd  

p oss ib l y  i n vi t e  a  f r ie nd  t o  l i s t e n  wi t h  yo u) .   Ou r  

C h r i s tm as  Ev e  i nv i t a t i o ns  ar e  o u t  a nd  r e ady  to  

g o— a l l  th e y n e ed i s  y ou  to  d e l i v er  t h em .   O ur  

C h r i s tm as  Ev e  c an d le s  ar e  r e ad y to  g o - - a l l  w e 

n e ed  is  t o  f i l l  ou r  sa n c tu ar y  s o  t ha t  w e c an  s h ar e  

t h e  s t or y  o f  C hr i s t ma s  wi t h  a l l  wh o a t t e nd .    

 

L e t ’s  ma k e t h is  a  C h r i s tm as  t o  r eme mb er .  

 

P a s t or  K e n  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applying Bible Principles 

 

I t  i s  a m a z i n g  t o  c o n t ra s t  o u r  l i f e s t y l e s  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  L o rd  J e s u s .  

E v e ry w h e re  h e  w e n t  d u r i n g  h i s  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  p u b l i c  m i n i s t ry ,  H e  

r e a c h e d  o u t  t o  p e o p l e  i n  n e e d  o f  h i s  t o u c h .  H e  m a d e  m i n i s t e r i n g  to  

p e o p l e  a  t o p  p r i o r i t y  i n  h i s  l i f e .  

K e n  G i re  d e s c r i be s  o n e  s u c h  i n c i d e n t  i n  h i s  bo o k ,  I n t i m a t e  M o m e n t s  

W i t h  t h e  S a v i o r :  

.  .  .  s h e  t h i n k s ,  i f  I  c a n  f i n d  t h i s  J e s u s  a n d  b u t  t o u c h  t h e  f r i n g e  o f  

h i s  g a rm e n t ,  I  c a n  b e  c l e a n s e d  a n d  m a d e  w h o l e .  An d  s o ,  w i t h  t h a t  

t h i n  t h re a d  o f  f a i t h ,  t h i s  f ra i l  n e e d l e  o f  a  w o m a n  s t i t c h e s  h e r  w a y  

t h ro u g h  t h e  c ro w d .  .  .  .  

T h i s  d e s p e ra t e  w o m a n  p u s h e s  h e r  e m p t y  h a n d  t h ro u g h  a  b r o k e n  

s e a m  i n  t h e  c ro w d  a n d ,  f o r  a  f l e e t i n g  m o m e n t ,  c l u t c h e s  t h e  c o rn e r  

o f  h i s  g a rm e n t .  J e s u s  i s  p u l l e d  b a c k .  N o t  b y  t h e  g ra s p  o f  h e r  h a n d s  

s o  m u c h  a s  b y  t h e  g ra s p  o f  h e r  f a i t h .  P o w e r  l e a v e s  h i m  t o  s u rg e  

t h ro u g h  t h e  h e m o rr h a g i n g  w o m a n ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  s h e  f e e l s  t h e  

r u s h  o f  h e r  y o u t h f u l  h e a l t h  re t u rn i n g .  I n  t h e  f l o o d  o f  t h o s e  f e e l i n g s ,  

s h e  re l e a s e s  h e r  g ra s p  a n d  i s  s w e p t  a w a y  b y  t h e  c ro w d .  

B u t  J e s u s  d o e s n ’ t  l e t  h e r  g e t  a w a y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c r o w d  w a s  

p re s s i n g  i n  o n  h i m ,  h e r  t o u c h  w a s  d i f f e r e n t .  An d  t h a t  t o u c h  s t o p p e d 

h i m  i n  h i s  t r a c k s .  H o w  re a d y  J e s u s  i s  t o  re s p o n d  t o  t h e  h a n d  o f  

o u t s t re t c h e d  f a i t h .  

W h y  w a s  J e s u s  re a d y  t o  re s p o n d  t o  t h a t  w o m a n ?  W h y  d i d  h e  t a k e  

t i m e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d ?  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  v e ry  s i m p l e :  H e  h a d  m a d e  n e e d y ,  

h u r t i n g  p e o p l e  a  t o p  p r i o r i t y .  T h i s  w o m a n ’ s  t o u c h  w a s  n o t  a n  

i m p o s i t i o n  o r  a n  i n t e r ru p t i o n  t o  J e s u s  i n  h i s  m i n i s t ry .  I n  f a c t ,  

a c c o rd i n g  t o  L u k e  1 9 : 1 0 ,  i t  w a s  f o r  p e o p l e  l i k e  h e r  t h a t  h e  c a m e !  

W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  g re a t  s t o ry  h a v e  t o  d o  w i t h  u s ?  T h e  a n s w e r  i s  a l s o  

v e ry  s i m p l e :  A s  G o d ’ s  p e o p l e  s e rv i n g  i n  m i n i s t ry  h e re  a t  T h e  

F e d e ra t e d  C h u rc h ,  w e  a re  t o  m a k e  t h e  n e e d y ,  h u r t i n g  p e o p l e  w e  

e n c o u n t e r  a l o n g  l i f e ’ s  w a y  a  t o p  p r i o r i t y .  O h ,  t h e y  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t h e  

s a m e  p ro bl e m  t h i s  d e a r  w o m a n  h a d ,  bu t  re s t  a s s u re d ,  e v e ry o n e  w e  

m e e t  h a s  a  n e e d  t o  be  t o u c h e d  w i t h  t h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  t h ro u g h  u s .  

T h e re s a  o f  A v i l a  s a i d :   

C h r i s t  h a s  n o  b o d y  n o w  o n  e a r t h  b u t  y o u r s ,  n o  h a n d s  b u t  y o u r s ,  n o  

f e e t  b u t  y o u rs ;  y o u r s  a re  t h e  e y e s  t h ro u g h  w h i c h  h e  i s  t o  l o o k  w i t h  

c o m p a s s i o n  o n  t h e  w o r l d ;  y o u rs  a re  t h e  f e e t  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  i s  t o  go  

a b o u t  d o i n g  g o o d ;  a n d  y o u rs  t h e  h a n d s  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  i s  t o  b l e s s  

u s  n o w .  

A s  w e  t h i n k  a bo u t  o u r  l i v e s ,  m a y  G o d  g i v e  u s  t h e  g ra c e  a n d  t h e  

d e t e rm i n a t i o n  t o  u s e  o u r  t i m e  i n  m i n i s t ry  t o  n e e d y ,  h u r t i n g  p e o p l e  

w h o  a re  i n  n e e d  o f  a  t o u c h  f r o m  t h e  S a v i o r .  M a y  G o d  g i v e  u s  t h e  g r a c e  

a n d  d e t e rm i n a t i o n  —  f o r  J e s u s ’  s a k e  —  t o  m a k e  t h e m  a  t o p  p r i o r i t y ,  

e v e n  a s  h e  d i d .  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

                                                  
       
                        

 

 

 

 
  

 
         
      

 

     

   

      

 

 

December 
 

 

2024 
  

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

2:00 pm 

Festival of 

Carols 

 

7:00 Finance, 

 Bldgs. & Grds 

9:30 am Coffee, 

Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Girl Scouts 

 

WIC 9:30 am – 

2:00 pm 

6:00 pm Bells 

7:00 pm Choir 

  

8 9 10                        11                        12                        13                       14 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

 

 

  

9:30 am Coffee, 

Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Girl Scouts 

 

  

6:00 pm Bells 

7:00 pm Choir 

1:00 pm – 6:00 

pm Blood 

Drive 

 

15 16 17 18 19                        20 21 

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

 

7:00 pm 

Church 

Council 

9:30 am Coffee, 

Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

5:00-7:00 pm 

Girl Scouts 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Choir 

 10:00- Noon 

Diaper 

Distribution 

 

 

                       22 23 24                        25 26 27 28 

9:30 am 

Worship 

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

 

 9:30 am Coffee, 

Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

8:00 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Service 

 

Christmas Day 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

 

29 30                      31                                                                                           

9:30 am 

Worship  

Service 

10:30 am 

Coffee hour 

 

 9:30 am Coffee, 

Clergy 

& Conv. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

       



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M err y  C hr is tma s  a nd  a  H app y Ne w Ye ar  f rom  t he  s ta f f .  

K e n,  K ev i n ,  L ua nn e ,  a nd  Br et t  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Blood Drive 

Fr id a y,  D e c embe r  1 3 t h  i s  th e last  b lo od  dr ive  o f  th e ye ar .   

P le as e  no te  the  d a y ch ang e i t  is  o n  a  Fr id a y n o t  a  

W edn e sda y.  

T i me  1pm –  6pm  

T o  s c h ed ul e  y o ur  app o in tm e n t  

C a l l  1 -8 0 0 - Red  Cr os s ,  RedCr os s Blo o d. org  or  D ow n lo ad  th e  

D o n or  App .  

E v er yo n e  w h o d on a t es  w i l l  r e ce i ve  a  $ 1 5  e -g i f t  c ard  t o  

m er ch a n t  o f  y o ur  c h o i ce  

 

 

Community Singers  

P r es e n t  t he ir  a n nu a l  C hr is tma s  C on c er t  

S u nd a y,  D e ce mbe r  1 5 t h ,  a t  7 :0 0  pm  

M t .  Ma r kh am High  S ch o o l  

N o  adm is s i o n  c h arg e  –  Re fr es hm e nt s  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettias 

W e  w i l l  b e  ad or ni n g  t he  s a nc t uar y  w i t h  p oi ns e t t i as  f o r  t h e  

C h r i s tm as  s ea so n.    

P le as e  le t  Lu anne  kn o w  i f  you  w ou ld  l ik e  i t  in  m em o r y o f  

lo v ed  on e for  the  bu l le t in .  

Tag Tree 

T h e  tag  t re e  is  i n  t h e  sa n ct u ar y.   Ea c h  ad u l t  ha s  o n e t ag  a nd  

e a c h c hi ld  has  two .   T h er e  ar e  s ugg es t io ns  o n  t he  ta gs  u se  

y o u r  o wn  judg eme n t  yo u  a re  n ot  re q ui red  to  p ur cha s e 

e v e ry t h ing .  T h e  d ead l i ne  to  r e t urn  g i f t s  i s  D e cem be r  1 5 t h .   

P l e as e  h a v e t hem wr app ed a nd  t h e  o r ig i na l  t ag  t aped  o n  

p ac k age .   T h is  w i l l  g iv e  u s  t im e t o  g e t  e ve ry t h ing  arr a nged  

a nd  r e ady  fo r  d e l i v er y  on  S a t urda y,  De c emb er  2 1 s t .  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White Gift 

T h e  Wo rs hip  B oard  pr ov id es  C hr is tm as  g i f t s  t o  o ur  

s i ck  and  s h ut - i ns  e a c h y e ar .   T h is  y e ar  th e y  ar e  

g i f t i ng  2 02 5 Da i ly  G ui dep os t .   T he  e n v el op e 

m ar ked  “W h i t e  Gi f t  O f f er i ng ”  ar e  fo r  t h is  pu rpo s e.  

T h a n k y o u f or  y ou r  ge n er os i t y .  

 

A Christmas Mosaic 

Presented by Mohawk Valley Choral Society 

 

 

 

Directed by Mr. David Kolb 

Sunday December 8, 2024 @ 3:00 pm 

Our Lady of Lourdes Church of Mary,  

Mother of Our Savior Parish 

2222 Genesee Street, Utica 

 

 

 

Tickets:  $12 in advance, $15 at the door 

For more information see Gail Royce 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAX:  315-822-6321 

CHURCH:  315-822-6321 

WEBSITE: 

WestWinfieldFederatedChurch.org 

E-MAIL: 

Fedchurch66@gmail.com 

PastorKen.FedChurch@yahoo.com 

 

 

THE FEDERATED CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 337 

452 EAST MAIN STREET 

WEST WINFIELD, NY 13491 
 

 


